THE INVINCIBLE IRON MAN. 


WHE TIME IS THE RECENT PAST.“ THE 
WOMAN YOU SEE IS MADAME MASQUE!’ 
ONCE SHE WAS WHITNEY FROST, UNTIL 
TRAGEDY DESTROYED HER BEAUTY AND 
/ CO КЕ TO HIDE BEHIND А FROZEN FACE 
LDEN METAL’ ONCE SHE WAS A 
STAN LEE CRIMINAL, ВИТ NOW SHE 15 A CASTAWAY, 
EDITOR WASHED INTO A HALF-HIDDEN GROTTO 


ARCHIE GOODWIN МИ SOMEWHERE IN THE AEGEAN... WASHED INTO 
WRITER Ç 


THE OMINOUS SHADOW OF STRANGE, 
RITE STALKING MENACE--/ 
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[BUT FOR THE MOMENT, MADAME 
MASQUE 15 BEYONO 

APPROACHING DANGER, BEYOND 

ALL BUT THE STIRRINGS OF 


LET ME BE THE 
JUDGE OF THAT’ 
сомт YOU KNOW 
WHAT YOU MEAN 
TO ME? CAN'T You 
SEE THAT I-- 


GOT то LET 


МЕ 742/4 
то HIM.’ 


RUN AwAY-- 
I WANT TO 
SPEAK WITH 
JASPER,’ 
WHY WON'T 
YOU LISTEN 
То ME? 


THE RIPTIDE 
HAS МЕ І 
SHOULDN'T 
HAVE LEFT 


ж WHITNEY'S DREAM HAS 

STARTED WHERE REALITY 

STOPPED AT THE END OF 
IRON МАМ #19:--5тАМ. 


YOU MUSTN'T! YOU'LL KILL 
YOURSELF IF YOU GO ON 
IAAPER ら ONATING IRON мАМ/ж 


I'M NO боор 
// FOR YOU, ТОМУ... 
/\ THAT'S WHY I LEFT! 


ж WHITNEY NEVER LEARNED 
TONY STARK REALLY /S 
IRON MAN! ーー STAN. 


EVEN IF IT 
MEANS 
DESTROYING 
YOU BOTH! 


JASPER, 
PLEASE’ LET 
ME EXPLAIN 

“TRY ТО 
UNDERSTAND, 


I WAS IN 
LOVE WITH 
HER FIRST 


LET YOU TAKE 
HER FROM 


your мазк | 


IT DOESN'T 
FEEL LIKE 
METAL 
ANY MORE / 
AND YOU... 
YOU'RE NOT 
TONY, YOU'RE 
mr YOU'RE,,, 


Miklos! МО? 
DON'T K/LL HER! 


s : Wi / 4, 
SUDDENLY, REALITY ECLIPSES ALL 
THE DREAD OF NIGHTMARE... 
га 


га 


НЕК FACE! 
LOOK АТ НЕК 
FACES AND 
THAT МАЅК,../, 
А 


Bur THAT WAS IN WEEKS 
PAST? NOW WE MOVE ТО 
THE PRESENT,,, AND А 
MIDDLE-EASTERN CITY 


NOT FAR FROM THE BLUE 
AEGEAN... N 


NNNN 
ЕШ 


y 
5 “= 5 Ze КУК 2) 
JE р да САК 
— et 


"ТО THE APARTMENT OF A 
CERTAIN RECEIVER OF 
STOLEN 60005 AND 
FREQUENT DABBLER IN 
АТОМА! ESPIONAGE... 


\ 


NN 


.„ WHOSE AMBITION HAS 
06; 


Д5 PER ROUTINE PROCEDURE, 
ITEAS FOUND IN THE 
APPREHENDED MAN'S 
POSSESSION ARE FORWARDED 
TO TECHNO-BIVISION AT 


TO BE MINUTELY EXAMINED 
AND INVESTIGATED SO THAT 
NO CONCEALED MATERIAL 
OR MICROSCOPIC CLUE 
GOES UNDETECTED... 


OUTREACHED HIS ABILITY, 
IN ATTEMPTING TO STEAL 
SECRETS FROM THE 
ORGANIZATION KNOWN 
As... SHIELDS 


THEN REFERRED TO THE 


П 

"ROUGE VINGT-ET-UN, 

MESDAMES ЕТ MESSIEURS! 
Д THE WINNER 15 

TWENTY-ONE КЕРИ” 


BUT YOU CAN'T LEAVE 
YET’ TONIGHT’S THE 
PARTY AT COUNT 
ALLETTO' ら VILLA IN 
YOUR HONOR,’ 


OH, TON? 
you've 
ALMOST 
BROKEN 


THE BANK! ІУЕ LEFT A LIST 


AREN'T YOU |] OF CHARITIES WITH 
ЕХС7ЕФ? 1 THE MANAGER, VALERIE’ 
| SEE THAT THESE ARE 
CASHED AND DISTRIBUTED 
EQUALLY AMONG À 


ЖШ THAT MUST РЕ ТОМУ STARK 
Ш WHO ELSE COULD AFFORD ТО 
GIVE AWAY A SMALL FORTUNE 
LIKE ТНАТ?/ 


FOR IGNORE 


IF ANYTHING, 
IT EMPHASIZES 
ЈАМІСЕ'5 LOSS 
INSTEAD OF 
EASING IT’ 


IT ISN'T 
WORKING, 
is IT, 
STARK? 
THIS WHOLE 
PLAYBOY 
WHIRL SEEMS 


THE SOCIAL 
EVENT EVERYONE 
ON THE RIVIERA 

IS DYING TO 

ATTEND ?/ 


THAT HAVE BEEN FAIR 
Q WITH A HEART 


САМЕ HERE TO 
MONTE CARLO 
TO GET OVER 
SOME GIRL’S 
DEATH’ 


JANICE CORDS 
THE INDUSTRIAL 
HEIRESS WHO 
WAS ACCIDENTALLY 
KILLED WHEN 
IRON MAN LAST 
FOUGHT THE 


| TITANIUM MAN! ж 


OR 15 THAT ONLY А 
HOLLOW EXCUSE 
THAT KEPT JANICE 
AND ME FROM 
HAPPINESS n UNTIL 
IT WAS ТОО LATE?! 


ар, 
I SUPPOSE NOW ГИ. 
NEVER BE CERTAIN’ 


UPPOSE-- 


A HEART 
THAT MIGHT 
REJECT THE 
SYNTHETIC 

TISSUE 
REPAIRING IT 
UNDER THE 
STRESS AND 
STRAIN OF 

BEING 
IRON MAN?! 


9, 


ІШЕ 


っ I FEAR ГУЕ Ам ОСО CASE の と MINE HAS 
WHAT IN: DECEIVED You, BEEN REOPENED SINCE WE 
АРАМ: вик. BUT YOUR | K. FOUND THIS... 


MASQUE! REACTIONS 
CONFIRM You've THE CASE OF WHITNEY 
DONE THE SAME FROST, FORMER LEADER 
OF THE MAGGA. 


WHITNEY?! IS я SHE ISN'T DEAD `Š 
IT REALLY SITWELL! WHAT'S A BELIEVED 
YOU? H-HOW...? THIS ALL ABOUT? аг АКЫ АА зе 
YOU WERE ОМ 
SUCURITY DUTY d OF HER FINGER- 


PRINTS... AND 
АТ MY FACTORY... А A YOURS, MR. STARK! 


GENTLy, THE WEALTHY DOES ІТ, JASPER? OR 


YOU'VE BEEN WITH HER, 
INVENTOR TELLS A STUNNED DOES JEALOUSY,,, BECAUSE 


KNOWN SHE WAS ALIVE, 
AND KEPT IT FROM МЕ.» 
EVEN THOUGH І と の ルレ どの 
HER! WHY, STARK, WHY.2/ 


SITWELL OF THE MIDAS SHE AND I FORGOT YOU 
AFFAIR (ISSUES 17, 18, + 19),., AND SHARED A MOMENT 
OF MADAME MASQUE’S оғ ROMANCE.? 
PART IN IT.” 


I-1T'S COMFORTING TO 2 4 6 
THINK HER 4/2/Мв YOU Р “4 1 ь 
INDICATES SHE'S REFORMED... < | 


sët | 


вит DUTY 


I HOPED I STILL И I'LL NEVE 
COULD SPARE DEMANDS 

YOU THE PAIN, SHE BE 

JASPER, BUT BROUGHT FIND HER s 


HOW. ТО JUSTICE WHEREVER 
FOR PAST SHE MAY BE 


CRIMES/ 


4 ou ARE. ВЕ тт: ou „ТЕ ONLY THE WIND COULD SWEEP 

Бі "E уор АКЕ, ДД ic, oy Ak | AWAY MY NIGHTMARE... CARRY OFF 

— 2 у r CAN'T HELP BUT | | ALL MEMORY OF THAT HORRIBLE... 

= FEEL BETTER. T-THING! SEIZING ME, HURLING МЕ 
YOUR INJURIES 


MUST BE NEARLY Wap “ - 
HEALED!’ THE | ーー 、 
NIGHT BREEZE 

FROM THE SEA 15 

SPLENDID THERAPY! 


УОЦ'УЕ HAD A 
TERRIBLE ORDEAL 。 
NEARLY DROWNING 

IN THE RIPTIDE, 
DASHED ONTO THE 
ROCKS BEFORE I 

FOUND YOU. 


/ 


SMALL WONDER 
YOU SUFFER 
SUCH DELUSIONS/ 


NOW THAT YOU ARE 


J = я 2 24 WELL, МЕ CAN BEGIN 
“2% TREATAENT AND WHEN 


BUT THAT's 
ALL IN TH HED 
IT’S STILL YEARS HERE IN | WE ARE FINISHED, 
aor W 50 HARD TO ISOLATION MISS FROST., 
DEAR! YOu BELIEVE, ッ DEVELOPING...WHY 
И QUESTION IF FATE YOU WON'T 
RECOGNIZE 


DR. VRYOLAK! ч 
waar or ae 8 BROUGHT You AT 
PLACES THE YOURSELF’ 
WAVES M/GHT 
HAVE CARRIED 
AE... ГО BE 
WASHED INTO 
THE HANDS OF 
A PLASTIC 
SURGEON! 


WE NEED MORE.,, 


I AM HERE, FATHER THERE ALWAYS BE Se MORE. 


WAITING. AS ALWA EXCEPTIONS, EXCUSES?’ PURCHASE THE 
WILL THIS BE ANOTHER CHEMICALS І NEED! 


FAILURE, LIKE 
EVERYTHING ELSE?’ 


THIS WILL WORK, 
MIKLOS,,, BUT THE 

YES, FATHER. 
I KNOW WHAT 


GOLDEN MASK IS THAT MEANS/ 


ALMOST GONE’ 


AND SooN-- SO DOES THE NEARBY W/LLAGE--/ 
aT > S ; Z 


„„ЕМЕМ А5 YOU 
НАТЕ HIM! 


WHY AM I 
ALONE 
CURSED TO 


MAY THE GODS 
PROTECT 
us ALL. 


т HATE YOU 


As ONLY ONE D 


мно 15 


Вит, THE ANSWER TO THE MAN- 
MONSTER’S QUESTION LIES NOT 
WITH THE WIND-- BUT WITH A 
DISCOVERY THAT DR. VRYOLAK 
MADE, LONG YEARS AGO... 


КИЕ тніс 15/7, THE 
ЕЗ LABYRINTH OF | 
Ñ 


ЖІ LEGEND HIDDEN 
| WERE ім THE FAR | 
d AEGEAN, NOT ON 
CRETE AS 
FABLES TELL! 


DEATH ROBBED ME OF 
MY WIFE... Т WON'T 
LET IT TAKE THE ВОХГ 


Ee 


THE BLOOD OF 
ANCIENTS FLOWS 
ІМ МУ VEINS, ги. 

MASTER THEIR 
SECRETS AND 
SAVE MY SONS 


Дуно AT THE CENTER OF THAT 

TIMELESS MAZE.., 
THE CHAMBER WHERE THE 
ANCIENTS WORKED THEIR 
FORGOTTEN CHEMISTRY 
TO CREATE A SUPER-RACE-- 
COMBINING THE POWER OF 
BEASTS WITH THE MIND 

OF MAN. 


AND WITH 
THEIR WALL- 
CHARTS TO 
GUIDE ME, I 
CAN DO THE 

SAME.’ 
та 


HIS STRENGTH.. HIS 
VITALITY.. BEYOND NORMAL 
FOR BOYS YEARS OLDER” 


Bur EACH EXPERIMENT ONLY PROVED 
WHAT THE ANCIENTS HAD LONG AGO 
DISCOVERED,,, THAT THEIR DARK 
CHEMISTRY YIELDED UP NO GIFT 
TO THE WORLD, BUT A CURSE.’ 


х 


Фет, Аб УЕУО АК” 5 WORK 
APPROACHED FABULOUS 
SUCCESS... HIS PERSONAL 
LIFE TOOK THE CRUELEST 
OF TURNS’ 


WE'VE DONE 
EVERYTHING 
KNOWN TO 
MEDICAL 
SCIENCE’ I'M 
SORRY, 


YOUR SON 15 NOT STRONG 
ENOUGH TO CAST OFF 
THE DISEASE! 


BUT ONLY PASSING TIME 

COULD REVEAL HOW TRULY 

FAR BEYOND NORMAL WAS 
MIKLOS’ RECOVERY,,, 


YOU'VE GOT 
TO の の SOME- 
THING, FATHER! 
ГМ TURNING IN: 
TO A. MONSTER 
„А MONSTER! 


A 


PATIENCE, MIKLOS, 
PATIENCE’ I'M 


ТЕ? 
CERTAIN THIS Са 


TIME I'VE FOUND 
THE ANTIDOTE! 


í ФА 


А CURSE THAT M/KZLOS VRYOLAK| 
IN HIS BESTIAL RAGE NOW М 


CARRIED ТО ALL MANKIND. 


[8] 


А = 


の スル ルン А CHARTERED PLANE DRIVING SKILLS HONED IN SPORTS CARS 
PILOTED BY TONY STARK SETS | AND FORMULA-T RACING TAKE НІМ 
DOWN AT А SMALL AIRSTRIP IN QUICKLY OVER PRIMITIVE, SELDOM- 

NM GREECE WHERE А 4 VELE ADS TO AN 1 
а Bn ; STRETCH OF COAST OVERLOOKING THE 


PREVIOUS EVENING, 15 em AEGEAN SEA... 
т 2. ' = IF SHE /S 


wAITING... > 
МАТ / ルン SOMEWHERE IN STILL ALIVE, I 


THIS AREA 15 ST, 

WHERE WHITNEY BEST CHANCE 

FROST LEFT ME OF FINDING 

AFTER OUR BATTLE SOME CLUE 
WITH МРАЗИ AS IRON MAN! 


SITWELL WILL BE TRYING THE AUTOMATIC CHARGER 

TO TRACE THAT GOLDEN IN MY ATTACHE CASE HAS 

MASK BACK TO WHOEVER KEPT MY ARMOR FULLY 
ORIGINALLY SOLD IT... POWERED AND READY/ 


THIS WAY MAY 
GIVE ME AHEAD 


I DON'T 
T KNOW WHAT 
š е JASPER WILL 
ІТ JUST TAKES А DO WHEN НЕ 
FEW SECONDS FOR FINDS 

THE BUILT-IN \) WHITNEY», 
MAGNETS ТО PULL |Ë S 

THE COMPRESSED Я BUT I OWE HER АТ 
SECTIONS INTO || LEAST A WARNING 

PLACE,» 


GROSS FOOL! BUT AT 
LEAST HE GIVES ME 
ENOUGH FOR THE 
A SPLENDID BATCH OF GOODS, MY FRIEND.’ CHEMICALS. 
STRANGE THAT YOU KEEP FINDING SO MANY 
ITEMS TO. UH. PAWN.” OR AM T THE FOOL? 
MIKLOS RAIDS THE 
FISHING VILLAGES, 
TERRORIZING THEM 
INTO PAYING 
US TRIBUTE 
ONLY / 
WHEN WE 
NEED THE 
MONEY,» 


NOTHING.. EXCEPT 
YOUR DESIRE TO 


SOMEDAY BUY, АМО MINE BUT IF HE KEPT 
You MUST i To ВЕ PA/O/ IT Are, IF THERE 


SHARE / T WERE MORE 
YOUR / / LIKE НМ TO 
БЕСВЕТ P къ | | | SERVE ME... WE 

| 


WITH МЕ! 


8- £ 


YOU WANT ME | YOU KNOW 
TO CONTINUE I WATE 
THE RAIDS? BUT GOING 
WE HAVE WHAT 

You NEED.../ 


REMINDED HOW 
DIFFERENT I 
AM FROM THEM! 


IT’S МО USE” 


SEARCHING ALL 
DAY NEARLY VARIO-BEAM IN 


EXHAUSTED MY MY CHESTPLATE 


POWER CHARGE... _ 15 JUST ONE MORE 
s DRAIN ON WHAT 


LITTLE CURRENT 
I HAVE LEFT.” 


AND USING THE 


YOU PUNY HUMANS! 
SEE WHERE YOUR 
ATTEMPTED TRAP 
LEADS...?/ THE VERY 
TORCHES MEANT TO 
SLAY ME NOW FIRE 
YOUR OWN MISERABLE 
VILLAGES 


AS I PROMISED, 
Му SON, уви 
WILL NOT ВЕ 
ALONE MUCH 


d `“ AND SHE 
WILL BE 
WHITNEY 


ROST WILL BE 
STARTED ON 
THE IRREVOCABLE, RACE OF 
PATH TOWARD MINOTAURS! 
BECOMING 
YOUR MATE’ 


Bur, as THE ARMORED 
AVENGER GEGINS HiS 
RETURN TRIP... 


A FIRE IN 
THAT FISHING 
VILLAGE’ 


ISOLATED AS 
THEY ARE, THEY 
MAY NEED / 
HELP.“ 


WHAT ?/ 
YOU... WHO ЯКЕ 


YOU?’ 


THEN YOU'RE 
THE LAST GUY 
WHO SHOULD 
HAVE HOLD 


FRIEND! I'M 
GOING TO 
INTROOUCE 
MYSELF THE 
MINUTE 1 
DITCH THIS 
GIANT- 
ECONOMY 


AND NOT UNTIL IRON МАМ HOLY HANNAH? MIKLOS THE 
IT’S LIKE MINCTAUR 


боор LOOK AT HIS NEW KI ожа — Auer $ 


FOUND FOE... COME TO LIFE! 


YOUR COSTUME, 

YOUR POWERS, 

ARE STRANGE... 
UT yo 


W STILL KEEPS 
COMINGS. Ж 


4 Ў Р EITHER LACK `Y ОК НЕ'5 ALOT 
A OF CURRENT ас. чай 
WEAKENED ТНЕ/) TH 
BUT NOT AS RISKY AS 9 
GETTING ANOTHER GOING-OVER Ж ss ору EE 
ә LIKE HE JUST GAVE. а e" 


BE 

LAST EFFORT. © 
Ф ` 
2. LY, 


тв < 


ZZ 
ав 

С 2 
UNLESS 
I РОТ 
G: 


EVERYTHING 
ту 
へ 


5 THE MIGHTY MINOTAUR FALLS, E 
TRON MAN TURNS HIS ATTENTION | と 
то THE INFERNO BEHIND HIM... 


| WITH LIWITED 
WE SPACE IN THESE 


) 


\/GLAD I INCLUDED 
MY MINI- 
EXTINGUISHER || > 
THIS TRIP? you HURT ME! МО 


HUMAN HAS EVER DONE ТД 
THAT BEFORE” 


WITHOUT A 
RECHARGE... 
гм NO MATCH 
FOR HIM NOW... 


AND THE 
WAY THINGS 
ARE GOING.. 

I WON'T 
SURVIVE ТО 
GET ONE,’ 

UNLESS... 


STEEL-GLOVED FINGERS, STILL DESPERATELY TEMPORARILY BLINDED BY THE SWIRLING MISTS, 
CLUTCHING THE MINIATURIZED EXTINGUISHER, THE MINOTAUR GIVES A BELLOW OF RAGE, AND, 


STRAIN TO TRIGGER ITS RELEASE VALVE... の 7 
/ Р FLAMES AND HURLED ME IN THAT 
CONCENTRATE WAS DIRECTION... JUST AS І MOPEDI 
MEANT TO DAMPEN 
FIRES, 


BUT I'VE A HUNCH 
IT'S GOING ТО 


THE CHEMICAL‘S EFFECT 
LIKE ANY HURT ANIMAL, d" ON HIM WILL WEAR OFF 
HE'S CHARGING | ; SOON», BUT ONCE I'VE 
TINCTIVELY FOR HOME... 2 HELPED THE VILLAGERS WITH 
Сеча ыс: қ ГА 7 THIS FIRE, I'LL ВЕ STRONG 
ы ENOUGH TO FOLLOW’ 
- 


IT MEANS ABANDONING 
MY SEARCH FOR WHITNEY 
FROST, BUT WHOEVER... 
WHATEVER... НЕ 15, HE NEEDS 
KNOWING THAT ТО BE HELPED... OR STOPPED, 
MOLECULES OF 
COPPER, FUSED 


IRON, CREATE А ELECTRICAL 9- N 
THERMOCOUPLE..*, KY 


* ADDED WHEN TONY STARK REDESIGNED 
THE ARMOR IN L.M, #% 


SEE, MISS 
FROST? YOU 


YA iN CREATING 
THIS... THE 
SOLUTION 
To YouR 
PROBLEM! 


„АМО SINCE IT SEEMS ТО 
AFFECT MY VERY £L/FE, 
WE'LL GET TO THE 
BOTTOM OF IT RIGHT NOW! 


DR. VRYOLAK, 
THIS 15 SOME 
SORT OF 
CHEMICAL? HOW 
CAN ANYTHING 


I SAID MY 
METHOD WAS 


REVOLUTIONARY ||} 


JUST DRINK. 
DON'T 
QUESTION! 


LITTLE FOOL, 
BEFORE HE 


RETURNS! DRINK 50 HELL 


QUESTIONED 
ENOUGH, DOCTOR! 


OF THIS 
"METHOD" 
dë WE 


IT APPEARS, 
DR. VRYOLAK, 
YOU'VE BEEN 


WITHHOLDING 


HAVE A COMPANION 

IN HIS TORMENT.’ 50 
I CAN BETTER 

CONTROL нм: SO-- 


WHO 15 THIS M/KLOS 
YOU MENTIONED? WHAT 
POSSIBLE CONNECTION 
DOES HE HAVE WITH 


WELL, DR, VRYOL AK..,? 
I'M WAITING FOR AN 
ANSWER... / 


= 


DEAR HEAVEN... 
NO!’ МО HE 
SAID IT WAS A 
DELUSION, BUT 
Lie REALS REAL! 


YOU WEREN'T WAITING AS YOU PROMISED, 
ҒАТНЕР.,.ТНАТ/5 WHY I CAME LOOKING.’ 
EE 74 
IT’S GOOD you DID 
MIKLOS’ THE GIRLS 
STUPID PROTEST S., 
THAT INTERFERING 
FOOL.. MIGHT'VE 
RUINED EVERYTHING! 


YOU SAID THERE'D 


ВЕ NO TROUBLE... 
THAT HER FACE 
MADE HER AN 
OUTCAST LIKE 
ME. NO ONE 
WOULD CARE 
WHAT HAPPENED 


DIDN'T I SAY 
HE WAS A FOOL?! 
DON'T CONCERN 
Й YOURSELF WITH 
ІТ, MIKLOS.» 
NOTHING MUST 


ФТОР US NOW? J 


YET THE MAN 
UPSTAIRS 
FOUGHT AS 
THOUGH HE 

CARED VERY 


INJECT THE 
CHEMICAL 
IN THE 


ACCORDING TO THE VILLAGERS, 
THEY'VE BEEN REQUIRED ТО 
SET ADRIFT UNMANNED 
BOATS CARRYING TRIBUTE 
IN THIS DIRECTION... 


А MINOTAUR HIDE OAMPLIFICATION 
BUT A LABYRINTH ) UNIT OF MY SUITS 
LIKE THIS?! RADIO SYSTEM AND 
SEE IF I CAN PICK UP 
ANYTHING WITH A 
SOUND SCAN BEFORE” 


w CAN'T ESCAPE, 
MISS FROST! 
WITH THIS 
INJECTION 
YOU JOIN MY 
SON... THE 
MINOTAUR. 


CALCULATIONS 
OF TIDE AND 
CURRENT 
INDICATE THEY'D 
WIND UP HERE! 
AND THAT 
SEEMS TO BE 
RIGHT... 


„ТО CARVE А 
SHORT- CUT... 


WHITNEY. +. 
GOOD LORD.” 
AT LEAST 

I'VE GOT A 


BUT THE WAY 
THESE 
TUNNELS TWIST 
AND WIND, I'LL 
NEVER REACH 
МЕЗЕ ТНЕУ { НЕК IN TIMES 


THAT MEANS IT’S UP 
ТО MY DIAMOND- 
EDGED DRILL 


/ 


I TRUSTED THE 


YOU SURVIVE... レア ラッ 
— 7. ンク 
š (2 


MIKL к: 
WHOEVER ня 


18.., STOP HIM! 
7 


THIS TIME ІЛ. 
TRUST ONLY 


Uf AND THIS TIME 
ty 24 YOU'LL FIND I'VE 
Z / PERKED UP IN 


THAT DEPARTMENT 
YSELF/ 


[RAW ANIMAL STRENGTH... MODERN MECHANIZED 
POWER... TWO MAGNIFICENTLY- MATCHED, 

DIAMETRICALLY-OPPOSED FORCES I SHOULD FOLLOW 
THIS UP AND MAKE 
SURE HES DOWN... 


ДД 


ЖҰ N 
И Sa if WELL DONE, や 

Й MIKLOS, 
му SCH 


j WELL DONE! & 


BEFORE НЕ CAN W — MISS FROST THE INJECTION! 
RECOVER... WILL RECEIVE... E 


ИГ 


— 


KN 


WHEN THE MINOTAUR 
KNOCKED ME INTO THIS 
COLUMN OF ROCK, IT 
SWAT TERED! АМР THE 
CAVERN CEILING 


DON’T KNOW HOW LONG I CAN 
HOLD IT IN PLACE, BUT ANY LOUD 


ДОЗА NOISES WILL BRING THE WHOLE 
AALA WORKS DOWN IMMEDIATELY.” 


AST HIM. HE 
MUST ВЕ K/LLEO, 
НЕ-- 


wil 


d 


WITHOUT YOUR ARMOR 
AND POWERS 
PROTECTING THEM, YOUR 
FRIENDS HAVE МО CHANCE 
TO ESCAPE BEFORE IT 
DOES! GET 
OUT WOW. 


175 TOOLATE 
А FOR THAT! THE 
CEILING WILL 


| [Л 
BECAUSE WE WERE 
WRONG TO THINK THE 
GIRL'S DISFIGURED 
FACE MADE HER THE 
SAME AS ME, FATHER! 


THE YOUNG МАМ W 
WOULD HAVE の / ど の Ë 


HATRED IN HUMANS ` 
BECAUSE I LOOKED | 
FOR NOTHING ELSE.. 


” 2 A FOR WE ARE 
d hu ЯҒ WITHOUT 
WE ARE THE WA | я 2 --у 
ONES TRULY 【 4 
THE SAME... 


AND THE LABYRINTH 
RETURNS ONCE MORE 
TO THE STUFF OF 
LEGEND... ASA 
THUNDERING 
HOLOCAUST ROCKS 
THE NIGHT, SWEEPING 
ALL BEFORE IT... 


HE WAS CLIPPED ВУ 

SOME OF THE DEBRIS 

IN THE WATER.. SHOULD 
BE FINE WHEN HE 

REGAINS CONSCIOUSNESS/ 


IRON MAN, TUCKED 
INSIDE HIS 
JACKET... iT 
LOOKS LIKE.., 


THEN TONY STARK 


SAVE THREE! 


THAT CAVERNOUS MAZE 
MUST HAVE HONEYCOMBED 
THE ISLAND’ ONCE PART 

CL ОҒ ІТ STARTED 

Ee COLL APSING, 

THE WHOLE 
THING WENT/ 


TRON MAN! 
JASPER‘'S 


HE TRACED YOU HERE 
THROUGH THIS,’ I DON'T 
THINK JASPER WAS 
SURE IF HE CAME OUT 
оғ DUTY... OR 
JEALOUSY! 


STRANGE...! THE 
FIRST TIME I 
DONNEP THIS 
MASK IT WAS IN 
UTTER DESPAIR... 


BUT HIS 
ACTIONS MAKE 
IT CLEAR. IT 
WAS REALLY 

OUT OF 

LOVE” 


AND THE ONLY 
WAY I'LL FEEL 
WORTHY OF 
EITHER... 15 TO 
PROVE THEY 
WEREN'T GIVEN 
IN VAINI 


GAVE ME 
CONFIDENCE... AND 
NOW JASPER’S 

GIVEN ME 


UNFORTUNATELY, YOU CAN 
ONLY PROVE IT ALONE, 
WHITNEY FOR, YOU 
MUST CONVINCE 
THE TOUGHEST 
JUDGE OF ALL... 
YOURSELF.‘ 


Dear Stan, Archie, George, and newly crowned Joe Goudioso, 

Envy is the tool of Evil, whereas Love is synonymous with 
Good. This main theme in “Who Serves Lucifer” was what com- 
pelled Charlie Gray to become a villainous pawn, and subse 
quently destroy this overwhelming force with an equally great 
one. 

Hidden amidst the mounting suspense (aptly provided by Wilma 
Gray) were а few lessons necessary for society today. First and 
foremost is discontent, But there are other ingredients compris 
ing Evil which are right under our noses and yet are not noticed. 
Reminiscing the good ol’ days when his satisfaction was quenched 
upon strutting out on the field, clad in his football uniform, and 
comparing it with his present situation and Tony Stark,made 
Charlie Gray an ideal prey for Lucifer. All discontents do what 
Gray did, and as a result, become morose (when they could 
have been happy) or more dejected than before. 

Gray was envious, or 
the latter became the center of attraction, And, obviously, our 
good-natured security guord coveted Stark's wealth, but to para- 
phase the former's words, Gray could have been well-to-do in 
asmuch as Stark also had to start from scratch 

Summation: We always blame our misfortune on past experi 
ences, wishing we could relive them. We want fo relive those 
days in order to change what transpired. But whatever change 


even resentful 


there it will never alleviate our dissatisfaction. We must be 
contented with what we have. To prove my statement, quote 
from the last panel of story—Tony Stark says, “Strange Gray 


envied me while | sometimes long for the very life he took fo 


granted,,.” 
Aosoo Kono, P.O. Box 642, 
Kapaa, Hawaii 96746 
We're not sure Tony meant to imply that there was never a 
reason for dissatisfaction, or that it was wrong to try to alleviate 
it, Masao (You probably didn’t either when you soy “We must 
be contented with what we have."). Obviously, even іп a world 
as bountiful as ours, there are conditions that cry out for change 
and those who have to suffer them are certainly justifiably dis- 
satisfied. But sometimes, "5 easier to envy the other guy, with 
no concept of what his problems are, than to seek the true solu- 
tion fo our own, Which is probably whet Tony, and you, Masao, 
were saying to us all along. 


Dear Stan, Archie,and George, 

So where's my no-prize? | guessed that Madame Masque wos 
actually Whitney Frost-see previous letter—so how about it? 
And when will you ever realize that, outlaw and criminal though 
she is, she is worth a HUNDRED Janice Cords?! You can’t just 
let her swim out of Толу” life like that—she is the only woman 
he has ever met who is really worthy of him! (Yes, that includes 
Pepper Potts Hogan!) If you can redeem the Black Widow who 
was originally a Communist spy and saboteur, surely you can 


toward Iron Man when | 


SOCK IT TO 


SHELEHEAD 
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find some way to rehabilitate Whitney, who is only а crook! 
it’s not as if it were the first time, either: Quicksilver and Wanda 
were also criminals once! 

As for her face, it can't be a total loss if Tony can still recog- 
nize her—perhaps a team of the world’s greatest (and most ex- 
ve) plastic surgeons could restore her beauty, ar d surely our 


hero could afford that! 

An interesting moral problem has developed with regard to 
our Anthony. Since it 1 
Man, he should do so only when his life or his highest values 
(his work, his love, his country—things of that magnitude) are at 
stake. Let him leave ordinary crook-catching to the Avengers, 
the FF, Daredevil,and Spider-Man, all of whom are fully compe- 
tent crimefighters simple, really: “There is only one 
fundamental alternative in the universe 
tence—and it belongs to a single class of entities: to living or- 


now a threat to his life lo become Iron 


It's very 
existence or non-exis- 


ganisms.” (Ayn Rand, natch, Atlas Shrugged.) The standard of 
value for any living organism of a specific nature ("rational 
animal"), therefore his life—his irreplaceable individual life—is 


or should be his standard of value, and the achievement of his 
own happiness is or should be his highest moral purpose. (Pur 
pose—not Standard!) Therefore, a man is justified in risking his 
life only when conditions exist that could make his life valueless 
to him for instance, actual or potential slavery (a life in 
chains at all), or extreme danger to those he loves 
most (if he loves them so much that life without them would be 


as 
is no life 
without value 

Of course, the above is pure Objectivist ethics—as | under 
stand it—and | don’t expect you to agree, | just wish to state my 
views on this particular subject, especially since Anthony Stark 
has long been my favorite Marvel character, and | would not like 
him if you gave him a characterization that | would find dis 
tasteful. It's purely а matter of self-interest. 
Bettina C. Helms, Box 203, 
New Fairfield, Conn, 06810 


And it's the kind of self-interest that keeps us on our toes and 
working hard, Tina. But since Tony Stark comes closer to being 
Howard Hughes than Howard Roark, he may not necessarily sub- 
scribe to Miss Rand's philosophy. However, it seems to us that 
generally the things that prompt Топу to become Iron Man do 
involve most of what you mentioned (life, work, love, country, 
еіс.), so you shouldn't really have a conflict of interest where 
everyone's favorite Shellhead is concerned. 

We can't recall offering а no-prize if anyone guessed the 
identity of Madame Masque, but perhaps we can scrape up a 
symbolic one for you and all the other letter writers who seem 
to keep several steps ahead of our own peerless plotters, And 
if that doesn’t make you happy, at least you can take heart from 
this issue that nothing is truly resolved yet where Whitney Frost 
is concerned. 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


(Real Frantic One)—A buyer of at least 3 Marvel 
mags a month 
(Titanic True Believer) 
"No-Prize' winner. 
(Quite "Nuff Sayer) — A fortunate frantic one 
who's had a letter printed. 


R.F.O. 
T.T.B. 
Q.N.S. 


A divinely-inspired 


(Keeper Of the Flame) — Опе who recruits a 
newcomer to Marvel's rollickin’ ranks 
(Permanent Marvelite Maximus) 一 Anyone pos 
sessing all four of the other titles. 

(Fearless Front-Facer) — An honorary title be- 
stowed for devetion to Marvel above and beyond 
the call of duty 


Kor, 
P.M.M. 
F.F.F. 


Dear Stan, Archie, and George, 

With your kind permission, Ї'ЇЇ comment on IRON МАМ. 

Remember issue #5? Well, with that issue you blew it. No mat 
ter what happens now to poor old Tony he will be unable to die 
until he creates Cerebrus. Now all your garbage about а 
“Should Гог shouldn't 1” in regards to his secret identity won't 
be worth two cents either. After all, іа historian doesn't know 
about Iron Man's true identity, who does? (Except for a few 
thousand Marvelites?} 

Sometime tell us what a “property alert” is, okay? (from IRON 
MAN 48, page 2) 15 that when the city condemns Stark's building 
and the Avengers have to сай a “Property Alert" so they can 
pass the mask to collect enough for a pup tent? 

Needless to say, Madame Masque's identity knocked me out 
Somehow, it seems ironic that Tony’s heart should give out on 
the day that Blaiberg died. 

In answer to the critics who complain of Marvel's decline (my 
self Included) IRON MAN #19 was a shot in the arm for you and 
a clog in the workings of the critics. We all that 
Tony Stark's heart wouldn't last forever (or even for a few years) 
and we were right. But no one said a “medical miracle” would 
take place. In actuality the place of IRON MAN is high on my 
list, with this. Perhaps you hadn't intended for it to be а Маг 
velous answer to the heart problem, but thank you for this с 
of Marvel's 25 greatest achievements 

| bet you're dying to know what the 25 are, but since my 
typewriter is on the blink and I'm nearing my one-page limit 
that will have to wait. 


knew 


ne 


(Мо name given) 10084 Gulf Blvd, 
Treasure Island, Florida 33706 

What we're really dying to know is your пате! In our own 
inimitable manner, we seemed to have managed to mislay it 
somewhere enroute from the secretary's desk to the printing 
press. It'll probably serve us right if you never let us know 
what those 25 greatest achievements are (though actually we're 
hoping that if we come through well enough in answering some 
of your queries, you'll be willing to forgive and forget). 

Since our face is already red, we have nothing to lose by 
leaping immediately to the mysterious “Property Alert’, which 
started as a mistake in Archie Goodwin's typewriter and con- 
tinued unchecked straight to you. What Archie probably had in 
mind (Always an area of nebulous conjecture) was “Priority 
Alert’. But to tell the truth, we got а big enough kick out of your 
conjecture on the mistake’s meaning that we're sorta glad it got 
through. 

Periodically, we get complaints about time travel yarns be- 
cause of the many paradoxes and problems they can create. We 
are aware of this ourselves, which is why they appear so infre- 
quently (Из been almost 20 issues since this particular one was 
used), Until someone actually travels in time, no one can be 
certain what the true ramifications of it are. Having seen what 
Cerebrus will become, perhaps Tony has decided to avoid in- 
venting it, and create a different future. Or perhaps he already 
has invented it and it just wasn't covered іп any of our particular 
stories. As for the historian, Krylla, not knowing his secret ident- 
ity, all it proves is that if someone other than Happy Hogan 
learns it, they still may not leave it around as a matter of public 
record. Of course, it may also prove that historical records that 
far in the future are sometimes inaccurate or incomplete. And if 
none of this is reassuring, at least rest easy knowing it'll be a 
long, long time before Iron Man goes time-travelling again (un- 
less, of course, a great time-travel yarn occurs to us). 


Dear Stan, Archie, George, and Joe, 

IRON MAN #21, wherein Tony Stark abandoned his role as 
Iron Man, is overwhelming. Having Tony replaced by Eddie 
March is one of the best ideas you have come up with in a long 
time. But | fear that Eddie will meet his death in the next few 
issues. Although it may be too late to keep the new Iron Man 
around now, | am in favor of Tony Stark retiring permanently 
and someone else taking over the role of Iron Man. After all 
Tony Stark is much more valuable to our country as an inventor 
than as a superhero battling super-villains. ‘Nuff said. 

R.F.O. & K.O.F. Jim Novak, 10841 Martindale Drive, 
Westchester, Illinois 60153 
Hmmmmn...We always thought he was valuable as both, 


Jim! But after this round of letters, we're beginning to have our 
doubts. Should Tony Stark retire permanently? Somehow the idea 
of Iron Man without Tony's heartbreaking (literally) hang-ups 
just wouldn't seem the same іс us, but we'd be quite interested 
in hearing what the rest of you think. (Plus, i'll be a good op- 
portunity to get away from the usual LPcontroversy of how Iron 
Man’s armor really works!). 


Deor Stan, Arch, and George 

Your last IRON Man, ish #21, was enough to shake the meta 
galaxy, let alone my staunch Marvelite heart, 

After reading Issue #21 of IRON MAN, both! myself and my 
roommate, who is now а Marvelite 
placing of Tony Stark with Eddie March as Iron Man was the 
move of the century! Just os every M.M.M.S.er in the world 15 sit- 
ting on the edge of his life reading IRON MAN, You retire 
him! ARGH, the anquish! Bravo, the move! И took guts, Genius, 
to risk your neck and do it. You're my h 
hope you follow this up and do replace Stark. | know it 
will be hard but stand fast! Forever Make Mine Marvell! 

Walt Blonk, Jerry Bilile, 308 West Gov. Hall, 
U.W. at Eau Claire 

We hope so, fellas, but we're a little worried about how you 
feel after reading issue *22. In fact, we're still cringing as we 
wait for a notice from your lawyers demanding instant return of 
all accolades allotted with this letter on the grounds of false pre- 
tenses. Our only defense is that we at least tried to soften the 
blow by establishing the blood clot that makes it impossible to 
be totally unprepared for the turn of events. That shows our 
heart is really in the right place, doesn’t it, fellas? Doesn't it? 
fellas... .? 


were truly moved. The re 


roes. 


Now 


